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Bridport Arts Centre, Ilminster Arts Centre, The Dance House, Crewkerne

The Greenwich Trio of Lana Trotovšek (violin), Heather Tuach (cello) and Yoko Misumi (piano) is a highly experienced trio with highly acclaimed musicians. Their reputation is well-deserved as their performances for Concerts in the West proved. The Trio with a few personel changes has been delighting audiences at most of the major European music festivals since 2007 and they have in part learned their craft from being mentored by such illustrious performers as the Amadeus Quartet and the Beaux Arts Trio. What they bring to their performances is energy, commitment, powerful techniques, and justifiable confidence.

Their programme opened with the 25-year-old Beethoven’s first Piano Trio of 1795. The Allegro was well-measured, full of life and appropriate leadership from Lana Trotovšek. The following Adagio revealed an exquisite violin and cello dialogue with Heather Tuach producing a glorious even and at moments, an ethereal cello tone. The following piano passage highlighted the serene tenderness of Beethoven’s writing. The Scherzo was delivered with panache, but not over-stated, and with nicely graduated dynamics and accents. In the Finale of this early work and in many future works, Beethoven playfully teases his listeners with ‘hide and seek’ responses between instruments and what feels at times like delightful cartoon film music! Each member of the Greenwich Trio entered fully into the spirit.

The trio then took us on a fast and furious journey with the Fiery Red movement of the contemporary American composer Jennifer Higdon’s 2003 Piano Trio. As the title of the movement suggests, Higdon’s music set about generating five minutes of red-hot energy. The audience was swept up in the music’s driving rhythms and rightly astounded by the musical acrobatics of the performers. If one of the challenges for Greenwich Trio was to stay tightly together through a maelstrom of notes, then they passed the test with flying colours.

After the interval the Greenwich Trio entertained us with a piece titled Pips by Daniel Fardon, the contemporary English composer and recently appointed Head of Composition at The Purcell School in Berkshire. A small radio played the composer’s voice (or was it AI?) introducing the music based on the Greenwich Meantime Pips first used by the BBC in 1924 to signal each new hour. Fardon creatively generated the pips into a piece with an easily accessible style of composition.

To conclude their programme the Greenwich Trio presented Fanny Mendelssohn-Hensel’s Piano Trio in D minor of 1847, a work that now appears increasingly regularly in the piano trio repertoire. The social culture of the period meant that Fanny’s musical craft as a pianist and composer lived somewhat in the shadow of brother Felix’s achievements. As one might expect from Fanny, a highly accomplished pianist, the piano part carries a large responsibility for the success of this work. The opening Allegro with some fiendish bravura passages for piano reinforced our already established awareness of the ‘rock-solid’ skill and musicianship of Yoko Misumi. Lana Trotovšek gave us some wonderful silvery and melting resonances in the upper pitch range during the Andante espressivo. During this era of composition there were invariably passages of music that had more than hint of introspective melancholy and nostalgia. In this trio for example, the Lied movement and the opening piano passage of the final movement. However, Fanny Mendelssohn determinedly sweeps away any lingering gloom with the final flourishes of her trio. Her intentions were honoured by the Greenwich Trio and, in doing so, ended a very memorable evening. 
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