CONCERTS IN THE WEST – 14 and 15 September 2012
Bridport Arts Centre, Ilminster Arts Centre and St Mary’s Church, Black Torrington

WESSEX BAROQUE ‘Go Nightly Cares’

This beautifully conceived and executed programme of 17th-century English instrumental and vocal music reached the hearts of enthusiastic audiences. Celebrating the 400th anniversary of the publication of John Dowland’s A Pilgrimes Solace, three songs, preceded by pieces for lute, were interspersed. Like the first song, ‘Go nightly cares’, bidding ‘the world farewell’, so much of Dowland’s output appeals through its depiction of sorrow, or sorrow dispelled by love. By way of a delightful Little Consort by John Jenkins we heard six succinct songs by William Lawes, the final one being ‘Gather ye rosebuds’.

The ensemble members, each of whom has connections with the South West - Lorna Anderson soprano, Jane Norman baroque violin, Jan Spencer bass viol, and the versatile David Miller lute, theorbo and guitar; all are highly accomplished experts in their field. As an additional delight, Jilly Spencer provided poetry and prose from a variety of sources, bringing a historical and humorous perspective to the whole.   

In the second half, Wessex Baroque promoted Henry Purcell’s younger brother Daniel and featuring his pastoral cantata Amyntas in which Jan Spencer excelled.  For all its brilliance, the music never reached the overwhelming genius of Henry. In a selection of songs from The Fairy Queen, Lorna’s exquisite voice came into its own. Her understanding of style, powerful but controlled expression and fine focus and diction, found in the players a perfect match. With the final song, Purcell’s famous Plaint – ‘O let me weep’, we were brought full circle back to Dowland’s subject matter, but 70 years on.
The final concert in 2012 will take place in four venues between 4 and 6 October, given by the Marsyas Trio of flute, cello and piano.
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