CONCERTS IN THE WEST 2013
13 and 14 September 
Bridport, Ilminster and Great Torrington

AQUINAS PIANO TRIO
Ruth Rogers violin
Katherine Jenkinson cello
Martin Cousin piano
It would be hard to imagine a more energising set of concerts! Trios by Beethoven (Op 11), Saint-Saëns (No 1) and Mendelssohn (No 2), each overflowing with classical or romantic gestures, played by three experienced performers - above all, great communicators.

There was quite a demand in Vienna for piano trios in the 1790s, and three formed Beethoven’s first published works. His Opus 11 of 1798 is less weighty but the perfect opener – comparatively short, its strong unison phrases and rhythmic energy already confirming his position as a force to reckon with. 

Saint-Saëns’s high level of craftsmanship allows him to apply Classic forms to an essentially French tradition, while Mendelssohn knows instinctively how to excite the heart with harmonies that are always seeking that elusive state of ecstasy. 
Violinist Ruth Rogers, wonderfully incisive, strikes to the core of the music, reliving every phrase; cellist Katherine Jenkinson, her lyrical playing is gently expressive; and pianist Martin Cousins, capable of the widest dynamic and nuanced range, adds extra tension (or relaxation) even when it appears the ultimate has been reached. 
Earlier this year the Aquinas Trio recorded pairs of piano trios by Saint-Saëns and Mendelssohn, to be released before Christmas. This is music to lift you out of yourself, music to sweep you off your feet.  The audiences were certainly moved and showed their appreciation to the full.  

Concerts in the West bring their exciting year to an end on 10 – 12 October with string quartets by Haydn, Janáček and Beethoven played by the up-and-coming Evropska Quartet. (http://evropskaquartet.com)
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