MARSYAS TRIO

Concerts in the West in Dorset, Somerset and Devon: Lyme Regis, Bridport, 
Ilminster and Lower Pulworthy (Hatherleigh) 4-6 October, 2012

In almost every way this inspiring trio of flute, cello and piano brought Concerts in the West (2012) to a successful close. Helen Vidovich flute, Valerie Welbanks cello and Fei Ren piano are now resident in London but originally hail from Australia, Canada and New Zealand, respectively.

Most impressive of all was the application of their philosophy to present commissioned and contemporary works, prepared and executed to the highest level. The highlight of the evening was a recent commission, supported by the PRS for Music Foundation’s ‘Women Make Music’, A Triple Portrait from the Russian, Elena Firsova, one of seven former USSR blacklisted women composers; Elena has been a UK resident for the past twenty years. The haunting opening for flute provided the music for all that was to follow, the sombre writing for the piano, and the expressive evocation for the cello, building to a kaleidoscopic series of textures. But at the close our emotions were left unresolved. 

The evening began with high-class salon music tinged with opera overtones; Weber’s G minor Trio was played in great style. Dutilleux’s Sonatine, a taxing test piece for the Paris Conservatoire for aspiring flautists, was executed by Helen and Fei with consummate skill.

Fei’s performance of Chopin’s First Ballade brought the house down, but her drive and total involvement resulted in a number of splashy moments and a coda that lacked clarity. 

The final work, Lowell Liebermann’s Trio Op 83, a 2002 commission by James Galway, with its marked influence of Shostakovich, included a spell-binding and sustained slow movement. Even if, occasionally, flute and cello entries were minutely late, the fierce but life-enhancing finale swept us off our feet.

Over the four venues, the Marsyas Trio covered works by ten composers, but this review reflects the programme that was featured in Lyme and Ilminster.

Watch out for details of eight concerts from Concerts in the West in 2013 on their website www.concertsinthewest.org
ANTHONY PITHER, October 2012

