THE CAVALERI STRING QUARTET     Concerts in the West 8, 9, 10 March (2012) 
Lyme Regis, Bridport, Ilminster and Black Torrington

 It is generally agreed that the string quartet is where composers choose to present their most profound musical expression, the perfect vehicle in chamber music. It is therefore all the more surprising that ‘Concerts in the West’ have only just featured a string quartet in all their 7 years’ existence. 
Audience numbers were high for these energised young players who have already made their mark in the UK and abroad.  Last season the Cavaleris – Anna Harpham and Ciaran McCabe violins, Ann Beilby viola, and Rowena Calvert cello - were Leverhulme Junior Fellows at the Royal College of Music.  Their wide-ranging programme of quartets chosen from Mozart (B flat, K589), Mendelssohn (A minor), Schnittke (No 3) and Ravel delighted and challenged their audiences.
Playing a brilliant Italian violin, Anna was sometimes in danger of an over-projected sound - in the Mozart for example – but the Quartet’s musicianship was never in question.  The Ravel, a popular choice for young players and, inevitably these days, an older audience, was particularly accomplished. Younger still was eighteen-year-old Mendelssohn when his A minor Quartet was first heard. While it lacks the freshness of, say, his Octet, the Cavaleris injected musical passion and a degree of finesse.  The Russian Schnittke’s 1984 quartet was another matter: its kaleidoscopic construction draws on musical quotations close to his heart – a cadence from a Stabat Mater by Orlando di Lasso, the opening of Beethoven’s Grosse Fuge and the musical signature of his hero, Shostakovich. The heightened expression of the music taken to near breaking-point, the physicality of the music and the demands made upon the players transfixed the audience, compelling them to listen.  The applause that followed confirmed both the audience’s appreciation and their release of tension.

This excellent series is too good to miss!  The next concert will feature the very fine pianist Alasdair Beatson on 27 and 28 April in music by Mozart, Ravel, Fauré and Schubert (‘Wanderer’ Fantasy).  
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