CONCERTS IN THE WEST  21, 22 February 2014 

in Bridport, Ilminster and Hatherleigh
Hanna Hipp mezzo-soprano     Emma Abate piano

These days it is de rigueur for classically trained singers to be fluent in several European languages. In this, the first of a new series of Concerts in the West, Polish mezzo Hanna Hipp has her first language to add to her already fluent Italian, Spanish and English in a superb display of technique and stylish presentation. Poulenc’s Eight Polish Songs (1934) - in Polish - tend towards brevity, quirkiness and a teasing musical language. Clearly, Hanna’s pianist, the always alert and experienced Italian, Emma Abbate, relished these harmonisations of popular songs. It was appropriate therefore to include an Italian composer’s song-cycle: but I am not sure if Hannah found the earthy qualities required for Luciano Berio’s 1947 arrangements in his Four Popular Songs, as demonstrated by the extraordinary dedicatee Cathy Berberian! 
Within a programme of largely unfamiliar music the songs of Miecyslaw Karlowicz are rarely heard outside his native Poland. Written at the turn of 20th century they are settings of sad, reflective texts, yet placed against music of such romantic passion. Hanna and Emma were more than equal to the impressive climaxes. Britten’s sardonic texts in his A Charm of Lullabies from the 1940s require a greater discipline; Hannah was mostly successful in fining down her full tone to a clear line.

In Debussy’s piano solo La soirée dans Grenade, Emma took us by way of a French composer’s view of a summer evening in Granada to the real Spain of Manuel de Falla’s Seven Popular Spanish Songs, dating from 1915. We were back in the world of sophisticated folk-influenced music, its final piece, and the most well-known, Polo, captivating the admiring audience in the frenzy of a flamenco. 
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