ALASDAIR BEATSON

Concerts in the West 2012 series, 27 and 28 April in Bridport, Ilminster and Lower Pulworthy
This was an exquisitely programmed piano recital played to a packed house [Ilminster] by one of Concerts in the West’s favourite artists. The highlight was the inclusion of Fauré’s extraordinary Préludes Op 103, rarely, if ever, heard in their entirety in concert. Harmonies, sounding newly-invented by the composer in his later years and magically interpreted by Alasdair Beatson, created an atmosphere in which time often stood still. 

Alasdair was good at creating this intense rapport with his audience – indeed, his individual approach was applied to most of the programme. The first movement of Mozart’s F major Sonata, K332, which opened the recital, was, in part, specially phrased, with deliciously exaggerated contrasts and so much space between phrases. This was probably too much for strict classicists, but I soon moved from shock to being a persuaded follower.
Alasdair was at one with Ravel’s compact Sonatine; its integrated thematic material providing an unlikely curtain-raiser to Schubert’s extraordinary ‘Wanderer Fantasy’.   For all its extrovert nature – Schubert letting his hair down with a motto theme unifying almost every corner of the joined-up sonata structure - it was the delicate moments, recapturing his greatest song tunes, that lived in the memory.  Time standing still again.

Those who missed this recital will be kicking themselves – but the next concert in the series will be the time to believe in the series planners and embrace Nick Meier’s world of jazz, flamenco and oriental music – 18 and 19 May. [For details refer to www.concertsinthe west.org]
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