Biographies

Sara Deborah Struntz violin
Twenty-four-year-old German-born violinist Sara Deborah Struntz is enjoying a wide-ranging performing career as a recitalist, soloist and chamber musician, playing on both modern and period  instruments.  She completed her postgraduate studies with Natalia Boyarsky and Adrian Butterfield (baroque) at the Royal College of Music with a MMus, and Artist Diploma as a scholar of various German and English foundations including the Leverhulme and Amaryllis Fleming trusts.  In masterclasses like the IMS Prussia Cove and Keshet Eilon, Israel, she was inspired by some of the foremost musicians including Yehudi Menuhin, Ana Chumachenco, Gabor Takacs-Nagy, Rachel Podger and Sir Roger Norrington.  She is currently an Assistant Teacher for Violin at the Yehudi Menuhin School.

Her roots as a performer lie in her services and concerts at care homes, hospitals and prisons.  As a soloist she has performed at the Wiener Konzerthaus, St James Piccadilly and various European festivals, and 

broadcast for German radio Bayerischer Rundfunk.  A prize winner at several German and British competitions, she won a Philip & Dorothy Green Award for Young Concert Artists 2008 leading to engagements with music societies and orchestras in the 2008/09 season. 

A versatile chamber music player, Sara Deborah performs recitals throughout Europe in the Duo Timossi with her husband; and appearances with her chamber groups, the Chiaroscuro Quartet and Ensemble Amaranthos have included performances in the Wigmore Hall, at Aldeburgh and in the York Early Music Festival.  She regularly works with the best baroque ensembles in the UK and was a member and section leader of the 2008 European Union Baroque Orchestra. 

Being aware that every talent bears a responsibility, Sara Deborah strives to bring music’s message and beauty to life, and to reach her listeners’ hearts.

Alexandros Koustas viola
Alexandros Koustas studied viola at the Royal Academy of Music where he performed as a soloist with the RAM Sinfonia, playing Mozart’s Sinfonia Concertante in the Spitalfields Festival.  He was also awarded both of the Academy’s viola prizes.  As a soloist he has performed concertos and recitals in Romania, Greece and the UK. 

Alexandros has appeared as guest principal with many UK orchestras, including the CBSO and the ENB.  He regularly works with the Academy of St Martin in the Fields, the Royal Opera House, the BBCSO, RPO and other orchestras.  He is currently on trial with the BBC National Orchestra of Wales as a sub-principal. 

Alexandros performs chamber music extensively.  As a member of the Brodowski Quartet (2005-2007) he toured Europe and was awarded prizes in several  competitions.  He has also appeared in festivals at Orlando (Holland), Santander (Spain) and Langvad (Denmark).

Rebecca Knight cello
Raised in West Sussex, Rebecca Knight gained a scholarship to study cello and piano at the Junior department of the Royal Academy of Music from the age of fourteen; there she won her first 

concerto opportunity with the Junior Academy Symphony Orchestra in 1997.  She is a graduate of the Guildhall School of Music & Drama, where she studied with cellist Louise Hopkins. 

As a chamber musician, Rebecca has given recitals in the LSO Discovery Series, the IMAI Festival at Maine USA, the Paxos International Festival, and in Manchester’s Quartetfest.  She has attended masterclasses at Prussia Cove and appears regularly as cellist in the Lawson Trio.  Always keen to approach new music, she has given the European premières of chamber works by Chen Yi in the BBC Proms, appeared at the Wigmore Hall with the Guildhall New Music Ensemble, and recently performed in an Endymion Ensemble concert of contemporary music for eight cellos with soloist Rohan de Saram at the Purcell Room. 

Rebecca has a particular interest in Russian music, language and culture and has spent time in St Petersburg learning Russian with professors from the Institute of Culture and Arts. 

Alessandro Timossi piano
Born in Geneva, Alessandro Timossi studied piano, composition and conducting in Italy (Geneva, Rome, Pescara and at the Accademica Chigiana in Siena) and in London (Guildhall School of Music & Drama).  

He has taken part in composition courses with Sylvano Bussotti (Genazzano, Italy), with Mario Davidovsky and Louis Andriessen (Tanglewood, US) and with Peter Maxwell Davies (Hoy,UK), and was invited to the Composers’ Conference in Wellesley-Boston, US. 

As a pianist, he has given concerts in Italy and abroad, and recorded for the Radio (RAI 3).  He now plays in duo with his wife, the violinist Sara Deborah Struntz.

As a composer, Alessandro was commissioned by the Ondine and Continuum ensembles in London, by 

BABSWE and GSMD, by the Accademia Filarmonica Genovese and the Albatross Ensemble in Italy, the 
A-Devantgarde Festival in Munich, and the Ergo Ensemble in Toronto.  Performances of his music have been given in Italy, the UK, Ireland, Germany, France, Canada and the US.

He was Music Director of the Moto Perpetuo International Arts Festival in Pescocostanzo (Italy) from 1996 to 1998. He is currently Head of Music Programmes at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama in London, where he teaches composition, counterpoint and history; he is also reading for a DPhil in Musicology/Composition 

at the University of Oxford.
