MAKING WAVES
  
16 April - Marine Theatre, Lyme Regis
17 April  - Meeting House Arts Centre, Ilminster
18 April – Hatherleigh Community Centre
 
This concert brought Jazz to the mainly classical ‘Concerts in the West’ for the first time.   It was a hugely successful experiment for artistic director Catherine Hodgson.  

The Douglas Marriner Jazz Quintet gave an evening of modern jazz classics plus several of their own compositions.  Most notable of these were saxophonist Ben Mallinder’s evocative Where are you now? and Douglas’s Cobb (reflections on Lyme’s famous harbour wall).   Some of the pieces were perhaps too similar with improvisations predictably polished, but when it came to a transition or turnabout, they were immaculately executed.

The group warmed up with the Charlie Mingus number Duke Ellington’s Sound of Love, but was at its very best in John Coltrane’s Moment’s Notice, pushing the boundaries of their highly technical jazz improvisations.  This fluency was manifest most brilliantly in bassist Ollie Hopkins’s dexterity and Matt Robinson’s seemingly effortless cascades of notes on the piano.  Most subtle of all was drummer/percussionist Douglas Marriner’s inventive, often gentle, sometimes perverse, cross-rhythmic array of timbres and touch.  Jonathan Murray, alternating flugelhorn and trumpet, took time to integrate his sound, but by the second half was equally brilliant.  

Douglas comes from a distinguished music family – father, Andrew, Principal Clarinettist with the London Symphony Orchestra, and grandfather, Sir Neville, at 85 still making his own waves as an international conductor. 

The young but already experienced members of the Quintet are all studying jazz performance in London, four at Trinity College and one at the Royal Academy of Music.  They have an exciting future!
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