Douglas Marriner Jazz Quintet

The Douglas Marriner Quintet is an exciting new group consisting of young jazz musicians currently making waves on the London jazz scene. They collectively draw experience from studying at Trinity College of Music, The Royal Academy of Music, and The Manhattan School of Music in New York in addition to playing regularly with the National Youth Jazz Orchestra. Playing a mixture of modern interpretations of jazz standards to original compositions, the band consists of Ben Mallinder on tenor saxophone, Jonathan Murray on trumpet/flugelhorn, Matt Robinson on piano, Ollie Hopkins on double bass and Douglas Marriner on drums and percussion. 

Ben Mallinder began playing the saxophone at eleven, quickly finding a passion for the instrument. By the time Ben was fifteen, he had already performed with the likes of Jamie Cullum, Jason Rebello (Sting’s pianist) and was performing around the country with Charlotte Church. He has been lucky enough to tour with the Doncaster Jazz Orchestra across Europe and America. He has also recently been featured on their forthcoming album recorded at Abbey Road. Ben is currently residing in London studying jazz performance (Bmus) at Trinity College of Music.

Douglas Marriner studied drums and percussion at the junior department of the Royal Academy of Music before being awarded a scholarship to study jazz at Trinity College of Music. Whilst still at school, he performed at venues such as the Royal Festival Hall, Fairfield Halls and Ronnie Scotts jazz club with Gerard Presencer. He is currently studying with Dave Hassell, Dawson Miller and Dave Wickins and playing frequently at venues around London. 

Jonathan Murray began playing cornet in his local brass band at the age of eight. Whilst playing in the Wigan Youth Jazz Orchestra on trumpet when he was 13 he toured America, South Africa, Romania and Europe. Age 17 he auditioned for the Manhattan School of music in New York where he attended in 2006 on a full scholarship. There, Jonathan performed with Joe Lovano, Eddie Henderson and Dave Liebman at venues such as Carnegie Hall and Jazz at Lincoln Centre. After a year of studying with Jon Faddis he has returned to the U.K and continues his studies at Trinity College of music in London.

Ollie Hopkins began playing Double Bass and Electric Bass at age 8. Whilst at school he was regularly performing with Saxophonist Rob Lavers and working frequently at jazz venues in the North of England. Ollie has worked with Joel Purnell, Jamil Sheriff, Paul Taylor (Trombonist with Snowboy) and many of the North of England’s finest jazz musicians. He has also studied privately with Jeff Berlin, Victor Wooten and now studies with Zoltan Dekany, Laurence Cottle and Steve Watts. Ollie is currently studying jazz performance at Trinity College of Music in London, to which he was awarded a scholarship.

Matthew Robinson is 19 years old and currently studying jazz piano at the Royal Academy of Music with Tom Cawley. He began studying jazz piano with Jamil Sheriff in Leeds, after taking an interest in the music of Bill Evans. He has performed with the National Youth Jazz Orchestra and the Doncaster Jazz Orchestra, with whom he recorded at Abbey Road in May 2008, along with various small groups. Some of his key influences include the music of Brad Mehldau, John Taylor and Keith Jarrett.

