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Thursday 7 May, Marine Theatre, Lyme Regis

Friday 8 May, Meeting House Arts Centre, Ilminster

Saturday 9 May, Lower Pulworthy, Hatherleigh
The hugely-talented young pianist David Browell gave the fourth concert in this brilliant series.  Opening his programme with Beethoven’s early E flat major sonata, he made us aware of the demands the composer makes on the performer – and demands too on the audience.  One wonders how the Viennese aristocracy reacted when Beethoven himself introduced his ‘grande sonate’ in the late 1790s. 
From then on, Daniel’s playing increasingly captivated our ears.  In Mendelssohn’s Variations sérieuses we entered a world of luxuriating harmonies as the variations piled up, sank back, and rose again.

The second half had French connections: France with Spain in Ravel’s amazing Miroirs, in which five of the composer’s coterie are mirrored.  For 1905 the musical language is modern and impressionistic.   Daniel relished the work’s phenomenal technical difficulties.
In performing the Polish-French Chopin’s C sharp minor Scherzo, Daniel was a match for any of the famous virtuosi who have their names on such audience-wooing pieces.  For his encore it was a subtle touch to choose one of Satie’s Gnossiennes.  This was French music with a pseudo-oriental tinge: the beguiling music cleared the palette and provided some good old-fashioned nostalgia.

At under thirty years of age Daniel is already an experienced soloist, having studied in London, Birmingham, Chicago and Paris.  Currently he is a Junior Fellow at the Royal Northern College of Music, and in July performs Ravel’s Concerto for the Left Hand with the College orchestra in Manchester’s Bridgwater Hall. 
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