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Love’s Philosophy

For vocal dexterity and stage presence, Anna Devlin comes second to none.

In this, the fourth in the series of six ‘Concerts in the West’, organised by Catherine Hodgson for venues in Lyme Regis, Ilminster and Hatherley, Anna delighted her audiences.

Her artistry was shared in equal measure with Aoife O’Sullivan, who brought a wealth of insights to the piano parts of Lieder by Mozart, Schubert and Richard Strauss, and in the second half, by songs – Mélodies – by Gabriel Fauré, Liszt and Delibes.

Aoife matched Anna in the suspended ecstasy of Strauss’s Morgen followed by the dazzling performanceof  Ständchen (‘Serenade’).  The Schubert group included his famous ‘Serenade’ and the profoundly simple Du Bist die Ruh.  Here, if anything, Anna’s beautiful voice was too intrusive.   But in the Fauré settings, these two fine musicians from Dublin achieved a perfect unity, while earlier, in one of Mozart’s most demanding and youthful concert arias, Anna amazed us with her technical brilliance and musicianship.
In a conversation after the first of the three recitals I was impressed by her determination - her goal to perform at Covent Garden and at the ‘Met’, while acknowledging that to sing Schubert Lieder to perfection requires a lifetime’s experience!

We look forward to hearing her in opera, in London or New York, or in recitals at the Wigmore Hall, or again, soon, in the West.

